History
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344TH ENGINEBR GLNERal SEXVICE {EGINEWT

29 april 1942 -1 November 1945

s constituted within the
[t was ectivated into
ganized,

The 344th Engineer General Service Regiment wa
;v,cofPS arew in 1921 as an Organizéed HAESErVe unit.
Pederal Service at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana 29 april 1942 and wes oOr
in geucral, with o®ficers from civilian life, enlistea cadremsa from the
%lbth Engineer Combat Battalion and cclectees alrect from recepticn Centers
in the 1; II, VI and IX Corps Areas. I{g initial treining in <the Unitecd
States was busic and very limiteds

The regiment moved overseas 1 July 1942, arriving at Gouroch, Scot-
land, 12 dnl s ADaR . Tt s immediately assigned to Southern Base Ssction,
ETOUSAy and undertook construction projects in Southern England between 18
July 1942 and 18 September 1942 and again between 18 December 1942 and 18
January 1943. Luring the interim, it was trained as an engincer combat regi-

_ment.

Tr. re iment again moved overseas 24 January 1943, arriving at Oran,
algeria 1 February 1943. It was assigned to lie diterrancan Basc Scctilon,
NATOUS: apa undcrtook general comstruction projects in North africa bet-
ween 2 February 1943 and 18 July 1943 and again between 1 Septcmber 1943
and 12 Kovember 1943, DLuring thc interim, it was assigned to Fifth army
and attoched to Fifth army Invasion Training Center under which it trained
as an engineer shore regiment and then trained the 36th Infantry Livision
and ons Gombat team of the 34th Infuntry Livision in amphibious operations
for the invasion of Italy. Between 5 July 1943 and 4 October 1943, Company
B wus assigned to Eastern Base Scction, NaTOUSa, and was replaced by Company

B, 337th Fngcinecr General Service Regiment while the regiment was engaged in

amphibicus training and opcrations.

The repgiment agsin moved OVErscds 14 November 1943, arriving 4t Naples,
Italy, 17 November 1943. It wus ag.in assigned to Fifth army «nd undertook
missions as cn.inesr combat troops until 30 June 194s. Beginning 15 Jan-
wary 1944, the regiment served in direct support of the French Expeditionary
Corps.

The repiment moved to Clvitavecchia, Italy, 30 June 1944, where i%
(less motors, which moved overland) embarked 1 July 1944 for Pozzoli, Ituly,
arriving 2 July 1944. It was dssigned to Seventh army 4nd attached to VI
Corps under which it moved to truining arcas near Naples, +taly and trained

48 engineer combuat troops preparatory to the invasion of Southern France.
m—1st Battalion was further attached to the 386th Infantry Livisioea between
=—~July 1944 ana 18 sugust 1944 for training and for the invasion.
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Histery of the 344th Engr Reght (GS) cont'd.

diSembgﬁfiiegééént Eless 1lst Battalién)v?g?;f muV?d ovarszas 13 August 1944,
Shen befgégqijii tn? beaches PﬁiiuiF' MXmmo,dF?dngé, li éugust_l9uh, and
e 3r6? iélfbé by ?he 1st Batta }ogj‘sefve "ln ‘}rec‘ support alternate}y,
14 Septumh;;'q{:,dnd 45th Infantry Divisicns, as engineer combat troops until
S Sé§e;1;kﬁn“344 méen it reverted to Army control, The Regiment phgn support~
ginéef'Q?;hfimi:S advance through Nor?hern'France, Germany. nd{hustrla, as en—
Vi, oV J:aidtwfriOps until 24 lay %9@5, being alternately‘ln d;r?ct suppory of
F G im“va £XL Corps. Between 18 hugust 1944 and 1 Sepxember 19kb,; Gompa), *
5ﬁpkg”ted the Butler Task Force; VI Corps, both as engineers and infaniry.>

The reginent was assigned to Delta bLase Secition, BELOUSL 25 liay 1945,

undc h ' . ; Sy 7 g
er which it moved, by ®rain and motors, to the vicinity of warseille,

-

i?ance, closing in on 31 lay 1945, and undeirtook construction projects at

l%é C%l%s Staging Lres and vicinity, until 15 August 1945, when it was re-
ieved for readjustment of its persomnel, and 1is reorganization and return

to the United States as a unit in strateglc resecrve.

By 1 Nov:mber 1945 all of the original officers and eniisted men, ex-
cept the communding officer, had been relieved end returned to the United
and the reginent, with authorization for 115% of its
new officers and enlisted men subject to discharge, was

=52
States Jor discharge.
staging area pending its shiprient to the United States

allowabi ¢ strength in
preparsd to move into a
in Nowvenber for dicshandment.

rican-Middle Eastern Service
aples—-Foggla, ROmE—ATNO;

and the Bronze »rrov-
aches of Southern

The regiment is authorized the Turopsan-if
Ribbon v.th buttle participation'stars for the N

Southern France, Rhinelund and Central Rurope CapiDalEnS:
- i i g) P
head for its part in the initisl asszult landings on the be

France.

The reginient received the Meritorious Service Unit rlacque for its
combat servic: with Seventh Army «nd its personnel received 5 Legion of lerit
awards, 2 Silwver Star Awards, 7 Bronze Star awards; 19 Soldier's meda%s, 25
Purple Heart awards and 3 Croix de Guerre awards. In addition 2 pec§1Ved
the Insignra of the French 19th Engineer Regiment and 20 the Insignia of the
Fipot Roginent of Zouaves. The regiment, as a whole, received 26 com-

Erench Fir:o
mendaticas :.nd coruendatory letters during its overseas tour ol duty .
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of the

344 TH ENGINEER GLNEral ShEVICE SEGIbibkwT
29 aApril 1942 - 1 November 1945

The 344tnh Engincer General Service Hepiment was constituted within the

IV Corps area in 1971 as an Orpgenized eserve unit. It was activated into

Feueral Service at Gamp Claiborne, bovisisna 29 april 1942 and was organized,
in geusral, with o“ficers from civilian life, enlistea cadremszn frcem the
electees airect from Reception Centers

o A Ve
ctees

L18th Ingineer Combet Bettalion and selee
in ths I, II, VI and IX Corps areas. 4bs initisl treiding in. the Undited

States was basic and very limited.

the regiment moved overseas 1 July 1942, arriving at Gouroch, Scot-

land, 72 Jnly 1942, It was immeuiately assigned to Southern Base Ssction,

T T = ~ & - . » o
ETCUS. | ang undertook construction projects in Southern England between 18
July 1947 und 18 September 1942 and again between 18 December 1942 and 18
danuary 1:43.  Luring the interim, it was trained as an engineer combat regi -
ment,

The regiment again moved overseas 24 January 1943, arriving at Cru_.
Algeria 1 February 1943. It was assigned to Mediterrancan Basc Scetien,
NaTOUS4, ara undertook general construction projects in North africa bei-
ween 2 February 1943 and 18 July 1943 and again between 1 Scptcmber 1943
and 12 November 1943. During the interim, it was assigned to Fifth army
and attached to Fifth arm- Invasion Truining Center under which it trained
as an enginecr shore regiment and then trainea the 36th Infantry Livision
4nd one comost teuam of the 34th Infuntry Division in amphibious operations
for the invasion of Italy. Betwcen 5 July 1943 and 4 October 1943, Company
B was assigned to Bastern Base Scotion, NalOUSa, and was replaced by Company
B, Z37th bnginecr General Service rRegiment while the regiment was engaged in
amphibicus treining and opcrations,

The regiment again moved overscas 14 November 1943, arriving at Naples,
Italy, 17 November 1943. It wus again assighed to Fifth army und uadertook
missions as enginecr combat troops until 30 June 1944, Beginning 15 Jan-
wary 1944, the repgiment scrved in direct support of the French Expeditionary

Corps,

The regiment moved to Civitavecchi:, Ituly. 30 June 1944, wherc it
(less motors, which moved overland) emburked 1 July 1944 for Pozzoli, ltuly,
arriving 2 July 1944. It was ossigned to Sevinth army and attached to VI
Corps under which it moved to trulning arcas ncar Nuples, ttaly and trained
45 enginecr combut troops preparatory to the invasion of Southern France.
+ Tabtalion was further attached to the 36th Infantry Livision between

The Lst
13(@@)y 154+ ana 18 august 1944 for truining und for the invasion.
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