
History 

of the 

344TH ENGINEER GLNE.tu-~.L St.iNICE ~-tEGUiJ:"~T 

29 April 1942 - 1 Novembe r 1945 

The 04L.J:th Sngineer Gene ral Service Ret;,iment was constituted within the 
IV Corps .c~re<:l. in 1921 as an Org,anize,d 1-teserve unit. lt We' s cJ .• ~tivated into 
~ec.lcr .. ~l Se rvi ~e a t Cc~.mp Claiborne, Loui.s icina 29 ""'pril l 9 t.:J: 2 e.n'i vro.s org,c~.ni zc d , 
ln [:<mr.ral, with o:'ficer s fr om civil ht'1. life. j t.nl i stE (.1. r.e:.vi;~ emSi."l L ·vro. t~1E; 
ll 0tt. Ir:gin e.~ r G!ombt'. t Ba t+;c~. l:':. c,n ~nd ,,s:..<:.ctf.6 s uirc ct f~ c.·n t~€.(}cr:tion Gent~r s 
in the I, lis VI d.nd I X Cc rp 3 .n.reas. Its :..niti <J. l tro.ining in the:. Uniter~ 
State s W<is b.:.:.sio and very limitE- d. 

The r egiment n·,oved ove rseti. s 1 Jul y 1 942, arr1v1ng at Gouroch, Sect­
lands 12 Jul y 1942 , It WeiS immt:.u. iate ly assigne d to SouthEJrn fu s t. Ss ct i on) 
E. TOUS11. " ·:'l.nd undertook construction projEcts i n SouthE- rn Eng,la n d be tween 18 
July l942 8nd 18 September 1 9 42 and- again be t v·re E" l1 18 Dc: cembcr 1942 and 18 
,Janua ry 19 43 . .Uuring the. interim, it Wti.S trd.ineci as a n ene; i nce r combat regi-
ment. 

T;"':.. r-e~~iment u.g.o~.in mov.;:,d overseas 24 Ju.nu<::lry 1943, arriving at Oru.n, 
.til geric.t l f'ebrua..ry 1943, It we~.s assigned to HlE.diterranean fuse Sc;ction, 
N.ti TOlJS,., .. , . >. i.~o un •3.( r took gcner.::~.l construction projects in North Africa bet­
ween 2 FE: brua r-y 1 9 4:3 d.Ud 18 July 1943 and again between l Scpt<mber 1943 
and 12 l':0vembE.r 19,±3. Luring the. inte rim, it was assigned to Fifth .t-~.rrn:r 
a.nd atta.ched to Fifth .arm:· Invasion Trd.ining Ct..nt(.r undt.r which it trai:1c d 
as ~n engineer shorc rc..g,imcnt and then tr"'1.ineu. the 36th Inft~.ntry Division 
eind o ::v; G0mb;J.t te...t:n of the 34,th Inf...tntry Livision in amphibious ope r a tion s 
for the inva.sion of Italy, Bctwc~n 5 July 1943 ~nd 4 October 1943, Compciny 
B was <::lSSlgned to Eastern Ba.st.; St:~ cion, NAI'OUS1"\.; d.nd w.o~.s r c pL.1ccd by Compdny 
B, 337-th Enf:int.c..r Gencr-.11 Servic~ rlc t: imE:.nt v;hi1e the regiment wc~.s engaged in 

amphi bicus ~ l'd.ining a.nd ope r.o~. tion s. 

The ~e6iment a.g...tin moved ovcrsc...ts 11 ~ov~rnbcr 19~3, arriving ...tt N-..~. pl e s, 
Italy, 17 Novembe-r 1943 . It w.o~.s a.g, ..... in cl.ssie:,nc..d to Fifth ..n.rmy ...tn<i under t ook 
missions -..~.s Gn

0
inot;r corabo.t troops until 30 Junt:J 19 1:~:t..t . BE.~:,inning 15 Ju.n­

U<-1ry 19'iL.i:, thE:. re-g_imE.nt sGrve;a in cnre c t support of the French 1xpc di tionary 

Corps, 

The recimE.nt moved to CivitdV5 cchict, It...1ly. 30 June 1944, where it 
(less motors, ·v:hich movt;;li ovE::rLmd) embtl. rkcd 1. July l9 4t1 for Pezzoli, Itu.ly, 
arriving 2 July 19·~4. It w<is d.Ssigncd to Sev~nth Army .;;~.nd cl.tt..:lched to VI 
Corps und,, r which it move d to tr.J. inin~ <-~.r c.o~. s nc...1.r l'J..l. plc s, 1td1y ..1nd tr:.~.ined 
..i. s 6nginecr combu t troops pn~p<-1 r""' to~7 to the i nwt sian of Southe rn Frunc8 . e l st futtc:A.l ion W.J. s further i). ttcl.Ghe d to thE. 36th Inf J.ntry vi vi siO:l be tWt!Eln 
~uly 19'.1:4 anu. 18 1\.ugust 19 4<:.. for tr-4inin 6 ...tnd for tht:. inv<J.sion. 
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HistGry of the 344th Engr Regt (GS) conttd. 

d
. The regu1ent (less lst B3.ttalicm) cl.t,\.A.j._n hvVt~d ovorsc~<-: .. s J.) Aueust 1944 
~semba--k:i 1 st ,. · F 15 ' 

tl 
~ : .t g ~:PE.:;,~ the beaches nec1r · , 1\taxJ..ne, ranee, Auc;u.st . 1<744 .~ and 

len" bp"" na 1 .: ~ · tt 1· d . d' t 
f t

i , .. , -.::, ~ ') . :t'.e.u by the lst Ba a lon;. serve ln lrec sup1Jort alternately 
o !le 1rc 3 ..... '~ . . . . ' 
14 

·· ; . 0 .·. , • <w.d 45th Infantry Dl VlS lons, as en~::,lneer combat troops until 

d 
S~pt3.f,:be:r JC.JL'+ v.hen it reverted to Arr:ry control o The Reg.i.ment the:::1 support-

e Se,·e ·,+ '-- · · . . · · "··~ ~ .,rr'1y' s nd'Jance through IJorthern France, GeX"many and. i.u.stria, as en-
~?-ne~r SL·U~at t.rr_.·ops until 24 1Iay 1C;45, being alternately in c.i.rect support of 
FI~u_. .. v, __ Aanc. XXI Cor~so Between 18 J~ugust 1944 and 1 SepteHlbe.r l'?h4, Compa\, 

Pl-O .. t.ed th0 But.ter Task Force, VI Co:·.:-ps, both as eng 1.nee:;,~s a~ld infantry. 

d T:t-1.~ rcGinent VJ<lS assigned to Delta Lase Sec·c,ion, E'.fOUS •• , 25 Ec..\.'Ji 1 945 , 
~ er wh::-.ch ~t m?ved,:. by train and moto::.~<::, " to tlH3 vici.n\ty of ~· ... arseil1e ) 

ranee_, closlng ln on 31 ha~r l <J h5, and ·unc e:L'tooh constru8tion projects at 
the Cal as Stagl· r 1 d · · · · t 'l - r.:.. · ' l 9J. ,. h · . - · ' 1g ;. r eel a n . VlClll1. t,y, un l 1-..J ,1\ugu::.: c. __ +.?; 'vv en lt was re-
l~eved for readjustc1cmt of its personne15 ~:tlld its :L"'eo:rganization und. r et·11rn 
to the United States c:. s a unit in strategic res erve~ 

By l IJov ,;mb ro3 r 1 <J45 all of the origjnal offi~er3 a nd enlisted wen) ex­
cept thc::J co!:X:Ftild .i. ng officer, ha d been relievGd <:end returned to t he United 
S~.ates :.:'t:;r d.i Gr:.il:i::·.ga_. a nd the rebinent, with authorization for 115~ of its 
a.LJ ovm':J ~, ·..:. str ength 1.:1 new officers <>~nd enlisted men subject to discharge, was 
prep?. ~·'3d to r:ove j_nto a staging area pending its shipnent to the United States 
' "T 1 l1l M)Ven:.)e.~:' f \J r dJ..2bandme:::1t" 

The :regiLlent is <:luthorized the :;wropean-id.'rican-Hiddle Ecstern Service 
Ribbon y;j _ c~ bu.ttle p a rticipation · stars ior the IJaples--Foggia, Rooe-.Arno, 
Southern Fr<:lnce, RhineL..t.nd. an.J Central 5uro~Je Cm:t!JC:i .gns; and the Bronze d'rOYI­
he&d ,for i.ts part in the initiul c-,s sG.ul t landings on the beaches of Southern 

France -, 

The reg:inent received the Horitorious Service Unit ?lacque for its 
cor11bot se:::-'.;ic-3 vvith Seventh Arny <.nd J..ts persormel recei·:ed 5 Legion of Merit 
awards) 3 Sil'i!l:T star Avmrds' 7 Bronze star c>~wards.~ 19 Soldier Is lfl.edals' 35 
?urple Heart .:.n~Jards and 3 Croix de Guerre mmrds. In addition 2 ~ec~ive~ 
the Ins.i.gn::'.a of :he French lC)th Engineer ~et_;ir1ent and 20 the InsJ..bnJ..a or the 
Fre~1ch y: c· ·t. 71.cg.in~nt of Zouaves. The regir'lent, as a whole, received 26 com-· 
mend<:'.t icY:'l.3 ;.nd ;;or.u.tendatory letters during its overseas tour of duty • 
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History 

of the 

29 April 1942 - 1 November 1945 

The 34<:tth Sndrl.': ... er Gene:r~l Service Het,imr:mt vras constituted within the 
IV Co~ps Area in i021 as an Or~anized rleserve unit. It wa.s a.ctivated into 
:"6 d.er • .tl .Service at r.· -.cmp CLJi borne, L·. o~-j si.J.:1.a 29 ~1.pril 1842 a.nd wa. s or ~a.ni zbd, 
ln f::6 •l'.ral, with o:'..'.' jce:rs from cj.vili~ '1 U.f s ; enlistEa na.rjTems n frcm t~1e 
ll3t.b.. I.n gin E:::t: r Comb:·. t B(;l t+;a l::.. (JD d. nd ~- ,:_ 1• ·:.·~ -~. f E. ::.; u·i. t'G c+; f~ ( ·m rle~~:>r:tion C.E-nt~r s 
in th.s I, II~ VI and IX C'c 1·p.:: .nrE-as. Itc ~ .. nitial trc:~. injng, in thE:. Uniter~ 
St<::~.tes was b.:.;.sic and vsry limitGdo 

'l'he ::"'evimen t rwved ovE.r sei:.l.s 1 July 19 42, arr1v1ng at Gouroch 1 Scot­
land, '~ .J11~. \7 lq42, It Wi:.l.S irnmE. Uii:itE.1y i:issigned to Southern fuse Ssction, 
FTCUS,, tn·.~ 1.: t".: dcrtook con~'3truction projects in Southt- rn Engla.nd bEt7reE:.n 18 
Jul ;· _:_o < .' ~· rl Ll 18 Seot<:mber 1 942 a.nd- aga.in betweEn 18 Dec&mbcr 1942 and 18 
~T.:l.nu.o'ry ~.;:;t.r3 , l.iuri~g the interim, it wa.s tra.ined as an enginct..r combd.t re c i ­
rr.t: nt o 

ThE. rE:t:;imP- nt ug.:l.iri movod ovE:.rse;;as 24 Ja.nuc~.ry 1943, arr1v1ng at 0:~-- ­
Al?;E.ri<-J. 1 F'ebru,\ry 19 43 . It was assigned to .IYJE.diterranf:Jan fuse Se ctiun, 
N.ii1'0Fs, .... ; ~4.r:a unJcrtook gcnerJ.l c-onstruction proj<:.cts in :Korth Africct bet­
ween 2 February 1943 a.nd 18 July 1943 and c;.g~in bE. tWE.E.n 1 Sept< mber 1943 
and 12 l.\c.>venbe:.r 1943. 1uring tht.. interim) it Wd.s assigned to Fifth .tl.riDY 
c:~.nd atte.cl1Ed to Fifth arm:" Invasion Tr.;Lining C(;_ntcr under which it trained 
as an Clg_,in c: ~:;r shore rE.gim<:-nt and thE.n traineu. the 36th lnf~;~_ntry 1ivision 
4nd onF; c'1mb,.:J. t tc....t:n of the 34th Inf...<.nt ry Division in d..mphibious opcrd.tions 
for the in".ld. sion of I td.1y < Be. t'NCE...n 5 July 19 1~ 3 .:..nd 'x October 1943, Comp.;1-ny 
B was assigned to Eust(.rn Bd.sc &:.;t;ion, N.c~..I'OUS~~, .;~,nd W:.:l.S r.;.,pl...-~.c E.d by Company 
B, Z· 37 l~h Engineer Ge;ncr._j,l SE:rvicE. .t{obimE.nt while the regiment wa.s enga.ged in 
umphi bicus t 1'o.ining c~.nd opcr.;~, tion s. 

The rebiment a.g~in moved oversc...ts 14 ~ovtmbcr 19~3, drr1v1ng ...tt N~ples, 
Italy, 17 NovembE-r 1943 . It Wd.S a.g--<in d.SSiE,nc...d to Fifth Army and. undertook 
missions d.S Gn~inccr cofubat troops until 30 June 194~, Bcbinning 15 Jctn­
u~ry 1944, the rc...~im(nt sc...rved in d1rect support of the French Expeditionary 
Corps, 

'l'he regim&nt moved to Civita.vE..cchil, ItJ.1y, 30 June 1944, wherE. it 
(less motors, which movt.-J ove:rL1nd) crr,bc:.~rKccJ. J. July l94'l for Pezzoli, It .... ly, 
ur:!"ivlng 2 July 1944. I't Wd.s d.ssigncd i~,) Sevt.nth .r1.rmy d.nd utt...~.chcd to VI 
Corps undE:: r which it move. d to tr,,inint <..~. rc..1 s nc~r Nd. ple s, J.taly <lnd trc1ined 
J. s enr-ine~.. r com bu. t troops prep:.i r.1 to:cy to the inv<l. sion of Southern Frd.nce. 

c. 
Tho :;_ ;,,.., ::.1ttc..l. lion WJ.S further u.ttc~.ched to thE:. 36th Inf-1ntry liivision betw0en 
13 @rn) ~ 1 S 'J.!: c1.na 18 .1tugust 19 1;~;4. for tr~ ining <4nd for the inva. sion. 
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Histery of the J44th Engr Regt (GS) cont 1d. 

. The regir1ent (less 1st B3.ttallon) <1t,~.:U& 4tVV~d overs;;&~ lj August 1944 
dlsenba:-king ::ncr the beaches nec-.r St- 1Iaxine , France, 15 August. l944- and ' 
then.< be.::n.-; ,,):'.;'.8 d by the lst. :aattalion_, s erved in direct sup.tJOrt alt~rnately, 
of the .37""J- .3 t<.~- ar.d 45'th Infantry Divisions, as en~::ineel' conbat troops until 
1 4 Sept3lllbe .~ 19~4 v;hen it r everted to Arr:ry controle The Regi.ment the:'1 support­
e~ SeVel1't'-~l .\.r.r:.J.:ri s ad'J<Hlce through IJorthern France, Germany aad. i.ustria, as en­
g~eer ~uthat C.rCJops until 24 :~ay 1 '145, b Ging alte:L·nate1y in c.lrect sup}--ort of 
VI, XV, e.r.:G. x.x::: Corpse Between 18 J~.u.gust 1944 and 1 Septe1f1ber- 1'1h4 _, Corapany 
F SU}J}-io:--:'t-ed tb0 Butl e r Task Force_, VI Co::-p~, both as e:tgi.nee·,·s .3.~~d ir_.f:.Etryo 

ThA reginent vms assigned to De} ta Lase Sec ·Gion. ETOUS ..... ::?.5 :-:2.s· 1945, 
under wh.~ . ch it moved_, by tra in and moto:~s _9 to t!w vicini'(,y of ~;..;:>.rseille ... 
France, closing in on 31 }~ay 1 <)45, and unci.el~t.ook constru8'tion projects at 
t~le Cala s Staging i.r o<.t and vicinity, until !..(.) ll.Ugust 19/+5; when it was re­
l~eved for r eadjustr;:J.Gnt of its personnel, and its r eorganization and ret.1rn 
to the United Stat.es c::, s a unit in stra tegic r es erve Q 

B;y 1 IJov .;mber 1<)45 all of the original offi8ers and enlistGd D.enJ ex­
cept th :'3 corrr:vt riding o fficer, h~: d been reliev8d a lld returned to the United 
States :'or d.i3 r.::ln:;.·ga_. 2.nd thG r -eginent, with authorization for 115~ of its 
al1ovm.~~u~~ strength l.:1 new officers and enlisted men subject to dischar ge, was 
prep:-~ re ~-t to nove :! .nto 2. staging area pending its shipnent to the United States 
in FoV<·l1 1J ':...-~ -.- .. ) .,.., d" cb·-~ nd r:l"' rl+ \I "-'• .... . '-""""" - • .1. ....~...,._ .._.... - !. v v 0 

The :regin.ent is c:.uthorized the Zuropcal:- J-frican-~tliddle E<.1.stern Sc_rvice 
Ribbun 1·:j _ tj bc..ttle pc.rticipo.tion stars for the IJaples- Foggia, rt.oue-Arno, 
Southern France, RhineL .... nd anJ. Central E'uro~je Cw:.l!x, igns; and the Bronze "-J'row­
head for its part iu the initic..tl .: ,ssault landings on the beaches of Soutl:.;;;rn 
France ., 

The reginent received the Heritorious Service Unit ?la.cque for its 
cor11b&t ser·nc.:. "Iilith Seventh Arr:1y ;.nd its person.··w ... 1 recei¥ed 5 Legion of Herit 

.-awards) 3 .C).~l-Vt:T Star Awards, 7 Bronze Star awe.rds~ 19 Soldier's medals, 35 
l:>urple He2.rt av;·a~ds and 3 Croix de Guerre mw.rds o In addition 2 r.aceived 
tha Insi.gn:-_~ of t -hu French 1':1th Engineer R.eginent and 20 the Insignia of the 
F're!lCh F_i_r!:'t Itc:.ginent of zouaveso The regiment, <.lS a whole, received 26 com­
mendatic-rl3 ;.nd ~or.:uendatory letters during its overseas tour of duty. 

(ql 
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History of the 344th Zngr Regt ( GS) cant 1 d. 

The SGrvice of the r 8 gir.1cnt hus boen unique for although it was 
initiall;y organized as an enr, ineur service unit, it was later trained as un 
engineer conbat unit ~nd. ;. t ' ·tiues during i.ts opel~ations hus been c e1lled upon 
to serve j_n ever y r>.on~..~eivable militury enginGering. C <~pacityo VThile a ssigned 
to the va rious ,:_, 8 r 7 i .ce Force comnands it hns insto.lled pipe lines c...nd tanK 
~arms and cons t.ruct eel depots, <d .rports, prison<;r-of-wc:,r enclosures, hosp­
lt~l~ and canps t 0 6 8 ther vvith their at1..- end.:mt buildings of pruf abricuted or 
orlglnal de::Jign_, ro c.:.ds, runw<.ws and utility systons u Hhile a ssigned to the 
s ever~ :J. G':' "JUnd Force corjr:m nds it_, or eleTients thereof;; huvF. s e:.~vod <.LS in­
fJntry _.. ~) o th in defernive <::.. nd offenslvu <t ctionJ as division, corps <-. nd cLr.c:ty 
ene,in ~..'!e.rs.) a nd as engirwer shore troops o •,·t1lle ope r a ting in the l <. tter 
car2 ci t~,r the rdg:iinent ha s constructed t<.t ctj ~al roJds c. nd by-v <-1 S3es; conE'tn.:_ r'.t,ed 
a~ D.cli.nta ined flo<. ting u1d trestlt:3 trcw.dway bridges, ponton ctnd Ba ile;{ pJnt·n 
br~dgos; Bailey bridges cJ.nd s erni-periJ.i:\nent road ~t nd r c-i ilroad bridges; L ,_-;_·:.l. ) 
renoveci and nc.rked r:-1ineficlds; orgcmizcd c•.nd prepared c..nd manned defens ~ j0 

zones; o p erated qua rries c..nd constructed and r&.tinta ined :ro<id syster,1s ci l1d 
hard st<i nc.ins s; constructed ~:nd rehu.bilitated r<::il lines in forvvc.: rd CJ.reas, 
trL:. inod inL1.ntry for c.Linphibicus lanuihgs ::·.nd engineer troc ps for conb <:l t en­
gineer duty; and j)<~rticipatod in aupllibious landings o 

The r8gL:.lent wc....s org.:mized and coDD<.mded by Col. Lloyd H o Grandy, CE, 
RES, J~tlu.nta.) Georgia until 15 Sept.embcr 1<)42 when he was succe·3ded by Col. 
Ralph H , Cru.1eronJ CE_, i~US ( Cav. NG) San Antonio, Texas, who served with the 
rebir.wn t u.n~il di.sba'J.cimont o · 
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